Title: LESSER POLAND LOVES SPORT, ATHLETES LOVE LESSER POLAND! 
Lead: Lesser Poland is a region where sport has a permanent and important place in the lives of residents, and the voivodeship government, through investment programs and grant projects, supports the creation of new sports infrastructure and promotes both professional and recreational activity. 
Lesser Poland focuses on sport, which occupies an increasingly stronger position in the broadly understood system of individual and social values, serving comprehensive human development. Therefore, the activities of the Provincial Government for the development and promotion of sport focus in particular on:
· the importance of physical culture in shaping social attitudes, self-fulfillment and development of physical activity and improving physical condition (both among children and adolescents, people of the "third age" and people with disabilities), among others, through open contests "Lesser Poland for sports".
· creating appropriate conditions for the development of sports talents based on, among others, for inter-school competitions, inter-club competition, or extra-club training, i.e. provincial teams as part of the nationwide system of sports competition for children and youth (through open contest, e.g. "Lesser Poland Club"), in order to select potential medalists of the Olympic Games, World Championships or European Championships.
· providing appropriate sports infrastructure, as part of activities aimed at the sustainable development of infrastructure important for the region or local communities, increasing the accessibility of residents to basic sports facilities, including: through the implementation of the project "Lesser Poland recreation and sports infrastructure - MIRS" as part of the program for the modernization of sports fields and recreation areas based on financial assistance for local government units.
· managing free time, promoting a healthy lifestyle and active forms of physical activity that can compete with attractive multimedia entertainment, through implemented projects, such as: swimming lessons called "I'm already swimming."
The Lesser Poland Voivodeship offers outstanding athletes from our region a wide system of rewards for special sports achievements. In the years 2021 - 2023, a special sports scholarship fund was implemented under the name "Lesser Poland Hopes for the European Games'23" for achieved sports results in international or national competition. The aim of the project was to create appropriate conditions conducive to the development of sport and improving the sports level of competitors preparing to take part in the highest-ranking events, including: to participate in the 3rd European Games, while supporting the process of selecting talented athletes, giving them the opportunity to achieve increasingly better sports results in the future. Next - Scholarship Fund of Stefan Kapłaniak gives competitors the opportunity to apply for financial support in a wider range of disciplines. The fund has been implemented since 2022 and is becoming more and more popular.
Another form of recognizing outstanding athletes is the "Lesser Poland Laurel of Sport" awards. These awards promote the best athletes from our region, support talented youth and create positive role models for the young generation. The award is granted in financial form, in each age category, in sports of significant importance for the Voivodeship (i.e. sports included in the Olympic, Paralympic or Deaf Games program), for winners of a gold, silver or bronze medal at the Olympic Games, Paralympic Games, Olympic Games for the Deaf, World Championships and World Championships for People with Disabilities, European Championships, European Championships for People with Disabilities and European Games, and for setting a world record or a European record in sports included in the Olympic, Paralympic or Deaf Games program.
The Lesser Poland Voivodeship has been supporting local governments in the expansion and modernization of sports facilities for years through annual programs. In 2023, it allocated financial resources in the amount of nearly PLN 24 million for sports infrastructure. These funds were allocated to the program entitled Lesser Poland Recreation and Sports Infrastructure, under which over 100 sports facilities were modernized in 2023. As a result, a specialized MTB track was built in Krynica Zdrój, the ice hall in Nowy Targ and the communication route around the swimming pool in Oświęcim were modernized. Thanks to modern infrastructure, Lesser Poland's athletes have better conditions to improve their sports level. Providing athletes with the opportunity to train in modern facilities is an additional stimulus to achieve better sports results.
An important factor in sports activation is the preparation of an appropriate sports offer for the inhabitants of the voivodeship, especially the young generation, by supporting appropriate sports programs enabling the psychophysical development of children and youth. Participating in attractive physical education classes at schools and organizing extracurricular sports activities in various disciplines is an important element of instilling the "bug" of practicing sports and actively spending free time among the youngest. To this end, Lesser Poland additionally supports, implements and develops grant programs that provide young people with sports talents and their guardians with optimal conditions for sports training and opportunities to improve their sports level to represent the country in international competition.
The Lesser Poland Voivodeship, aspiring to become a national leader in the location of sports events of the World Championships and European Championships, popularizes sports in Lesser Poland during international events, while promoting Lesser Poland as a region prepared to host sports events of the highest rank. Sports promotion in Lesser Poland takes place during, among others: Ski Jumping World Cup, Lesser Poland Mountain Race, Hill Climb Limanowa Mountain Race, Memorial of Hubert Jerzy Wagner, or European Running Festival – Two Beskids in Krynica-Zdrój and during nationwide and mass events, or events in the disabled people's community.
Lesser Poland, as a complete region, prepared to host sporting events of the highest rank on June 21 - July 2, 2023, has become the "heart of European sport" as the host of the 3rd European Games Cracow - Lesser Poland. The whole of Poland witnessed the efforts of athletes from nearly 50 countries in competitions held at the level of European Championships or qualifications for the Olympic Games in Paris. The organization of this high-ranking event has become an opportunity for Europe to speak with one voice, to emphasize that our continent is a place where other people are respected and the common good is our primary goal. It was a fantastic opportunity for Poland to demonstrate its values while presenting itself as a safe and hospitable country. For Lesser Poland, the European Games have become a unique opportunity to develop and promote the region as an efficient host of such a prestigious sports event, and to show Polish culture and tourism. The Cracow - Lesser Poland European Games significantly demonstrated the trends and changes taking place in modern sport.
6,380 athletes competed in sports competitions in 29 disciplines, including: in Cracow, Krynica-Zdrój, Tarnów, Zakopane, Nowy Targ, Krzeszowice, Nowy Sącz, Myślenice, Kryspinów, Oświęcim. 1,626 medals were awarded, in 253 medal categories - 111 men's, 116 women's and 26 mixed. Poland was represented by 374 athletes (the largest team in the history of sports) who won 50 medals: 13 gold, 19 silver, 18 bronze. Nearly 200,000 fans appeared in the stadiums. The competition was assessed by 1,215 judges and technical officials (712 foreign and 503 domestic). 776 journalists reported on the competition in 48 countries. The involvement of 4,500 volunteers from 72 countries provided invaluable support. The tourism and service industries benefited, as well as hoteliers, restaurateurs, sellers and carriers. New sports facilities were built, some of the existing ones were modernized and rebuilt, road infrastructure was improved, including: sidewalks, parking lots. Time has shown that the organizers met the challenge, creating an event whose participants: athletes, fans, journalists and thousands of volunteers will not soon forget.
Sport arouses emotions, develops and connects people. Sports competition is the best fuel for building group identities and a sense of bond between both competitors and fans, which is why Lesser Poland, through the implementation of the above-mentioned activities, wants to provide the best possible conditions for the physical development of its residents and wants to ensure the highest level of positive emotions for its residents and guests of the region.
