Every year, before we start working on preparing Pieniny Ultra-Trail®, I think that this time it will just be a copy-paste. I fool myself a little, hoping there will be less work—after all, what else can we come up with and change after so many years? And as I daydream about a moment of routine, five seconds later, we decide it's time to create a course longer than 100 km. Spiski Wędrowiec. And so much for routine. But maybe that’s a good thing—at least neither we nor you will have to complain about boredom.
Let’s start from the beginning, though, because this year’s edition is just a stepping stone to something bigger. An intermediate solution that we can implement, though we truly dream of another one. For several years now, our goal has been to organize a race of around 150–160 km, partially running through Slovakia. If one day we manage to carve the right paths through the Slovak ministries, you will be able to carve the trails of Magura Spiska. Time will tell if and when that happens.
Since we all know by now that we can’t count on routine, we don’t plan to befriend it—next year will bring even bigger changes. As you’ve probably noticed, we’re reaching participant limits on more and more race courses. And it’s happening faster every year—not in April, not in March, but already by mid-February. Many of the courses share common segments, so until now, we’ve performed logistical magic with various, sometimes unusual, schedule adjustments—like moving Hardy Rolling to the evening or setting Żwawe Wierchy at 7 AM—all to keep everything within a single event day: Saturday. However, it turns out that even Saturday has its limits. More and more cells in our spreadsheets are lighting up red, so we’re now facing an in-depth analysis of next year’s event schedule—not just in terms of hours but also days of the week. We don’t have the details yet, but one thing is certain: we will be racing on days other than just Saturday. We don’t want to go back to the times when registration for Wielka Prehyba lasted only 3 minutes, so changes are necessary—especially as the number of international participants is growing significantly. Back when the only foreign runners were our Slovak neighbors making up 0.01% of the field, we never imagined that today we’d be hosting runners from 30 countries, making up over 6% of all participants. What’s more, they are increasingly appearing on the podiums of individual races!
But that’s all for the future—right now, we’re in the 2025 edition! Ahead of us is an amazing time, full of positive emotions, top-level competition, and, of course, breathtaking trails. Enjoy your time in Szczawnica, have fun on the trails, and even as you compete for split seconds, remember: we go into the mountains together, and we come back together. Keep an eye on each other, don’t hesitate to ask if you see someone who might need help. We even have an award for that—Empaton—perhaps the most important prize of Pieniny Ultra-Trail®.
See you at the finish line!
Kuba, Eliza, and Bartek
