Back in 2013, we pulled off the very first edition of this festival in exactly one month. Today, that seems absolutely wild to me, because prepping this year's festival took us... thirteen months. Imagine that before you even had a chance to get stuck in the traffic at the roadworks entering Szczawnica in April 2025, we were already pacing nervously around town. We were trying to figure out what to move and where, just in case the renovation of the Flisaków Bridge cut off our old finish line. Are the Higher Park and Dietl Square better spots? In some ways, definitely; in others, probably not. We likely wouldn't have opted for such a massive change on our own, but since we're here, let’s see if the spa district of Szczawnica makes for a cool race village. We all need a little time to get used to these changes and see what sticks.
This year’s festival is one day longer. We moved the start of Spiski Wędrowiec to Thursday so you wouldn't have to run through the most beautiful parts of Pieniny Spiskie range in the dark. The goal was a day-night-day format instead of night-day-night, which naturally synced up with the timing of the other ultra courses. Shifting the ultra races away from Saturday allowed us to bump up the participant limits on our most popular routes. This really showed the true level of interest in our runs – no heavy restrictions and no more waiting lists. At this point, we know there are more of us and you than there are… residents of Szczawnica. Half-joking, half-serious: the population of the entire commune is within reach! 
Organizing one of the biggest mountain running festivals – not just in this part of Europe, but simply "outside of France" – is a privilege and for sure an adventure, but also a massive responsibility. And this is where the #BiegamDobrze project enters the stage naturally. It’s a Warsaw Marathon Foundation initiative that has left the capital for the first time to head into the mountains. Over 100 people joined the project this year, raising more than 50,000 PLN for Rak’n’Roll Foundation. Awesome! Thank you! Just a reminder: the donations are open until April 30th, so there’s still time to show some support! 
The 13th Pieniny Ultra-Trail is just ahead of us. In this magazine, we’ve summarized the essential info regarding the race courses, the schedule, and overall logistics. We’ve also included maps of the parking areas and the race village. Take a moment to study it all and check out our "Patent na Pieniny" series on YouTube. We want the only surprise during the festival to be a finish time that’s even better than you planned. Have a blast in the beautiful surroundings of the Pieniny nature! 
See you at the finish line! 
Kuba, Eliza, and Bartek 

